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NEW HOMES: How the new proposed housing scheme, with walkways and mature trees, may look when complete

‘NEW DIMENSION’ FOR ESTATE AS
PLANNERS BACK HOUSING SCHEME
A MAJOR plan to build 2,000 new homes with
village amenities, including a primary school and
sports pavilion, on the Estate has been backed in
principle, by Leeds City Council planners.
The scheme is the biggest single development
initiative approved at the 385-acre Estate, owned
by Rockspring Hanover Property Unit Trust, in
its post-war history and adds a significant new
dimension to its role in the local community.
Rockspring Hanover Property Unit Trust has
invested heavily in renovating many of the Estate
buildings, a former wartime munitions factory, since
it acquired the site almost 20 years ago, creating
modern premises for a diverse range of businesses
and local jobs.
The new high-quality scheme, at the northern end
of the Estate, will see the building of a series of
attractive two, three and four-bedroom detached
and semi-detached family homes with gardens,
which will include ‘affordable’ homes. The first
1,000 homes will be built in the next 10 years.

As part of the scheme, a new two-and-a-half form
entry primary school will be created through the
re-development of Queen Mary House, an English
Heritage Exemplar Building. The property was
previously the headquarters of Moores Furniture
Group, the first business to move on to the Estate
and one of Leeds’ largest manufacturers.
There will also be a new 50,000 sq ft ‘village
centre’ incorporating a convenience store/small
supermarket, local shops and facilities such as a
hair salon and café.
A new access road is planned and, to provide local
activities, there will also be a new community sports
pavilion with two football or rugby pitches, a
bowling green, tennis courts, changing rooms and
a club house bar.

Estate resulting in a bus between Wetherby and the
Estate every 15 minutes.
Tim Munns, director of Wharfedale Property
Management, which manages the Estate, says:
“This is a very exciting scheme with huge benefits
for the Estate and will result in new opportunities
and better facilities and services for the existing
businesses.
“The scheme will also be a catalyst for further
commercial development and the refurbishment of
existing buildings as the retained commercial Estate
is re-configured to meet the business requirements
of the future.”

As well as new, accessible green space, footpaths
and cycle ways, the scheme includes potential for
an ecological area. There will also be a greatly
improved bus service with the existing 770 LeedsHarrogate bus service being diverted through the
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ROLL OUT THE BARRELL!
TRADITIONAL CRAFT REVIVED AT ESTATE

One of the UK’s only independent cooperages –
the ancient trade of making traditional casks from
wooden staves for ale, cider and spirits – has opened
for business after launching on the Estate.
White Rose Cooperage Ltd, Unit 191, has been set
up by master cooper, Alastair Simms, with the aim of
preserving and promoting the ancient craft used for
storing and conditioning beers for centuries.
Masham-born Alastair Simms, one of only four
brewery coopers in the UK, was apprenticed at
Theakstons Brewery, Masham and previously spent
18 years at brewery Wadworth & Co Ltd, Devizes.
He has launched his new business to use independent
status to pass on the skills of the trade which dates
back to Roman times
White Rose Cooperage is already busy making the
traditional wooden barrels bound with metal hoops

and repairing wooden vats for beer, wine, cider and
spirits. Barrels are also made for use as pub tables
and half-barrel planters for gardens after Yorkshire
Bank provided funding for set-up costs including an
overdraft, working capital and cashflow for premises,
tools and a website. The company has a projected
£100,000 turnover for its first year’s trading.
Alastair Simms, 50, a member of The Worshipful
Company of Coopers in London, said: “Cooperage
is an ancient trade but it has been in decline since
the introduction of metal casks in the 1960s.
When I started, there were 100 coopers in the UK
whereas now there are only four and I am the only
independent commercial one.
“Wooden casks add something to the stronger,
darker beers which metal barrels cannot provide and
there is a difference between beer matured in wooden
casks and those which are bottle conditioned. There

is a growth in interest in cooperage from the upsurge
in micro-breweries and the return to real ales. One of
my customers is a pub in West Yorkshire and I make
barrels for the licensee to give to the breweries to fill.
“I’m very interested in the history of cooperage and
am a font of knowledge which I will probably never
use so I eventually want to take on an apprentice
cooper so I can pass this on. I also plan for my wife,
Julie, to join me in the business and our long-term aim
is to buy a few acres of land and build a cooperage
and visitor centre so people can learn about this
historic trade and also watch coopers at work.
“I chose Thorp Arch Estate because of the wide
choice of units and the helpfulness of the Wharfedale
Property Management team. The location is
attractive because of its central position in the
country for work in the south or north of the UK.”

CHEERS: Founder of White Rose Cooperage, Alastair Simms with Sarah Clark, relationship manager for small and emerging businesses
at Yorkshire Bank’s Harrogate Business & Private Banking Centre which arranged funding.

ESTATE BUSINESSES ‘WELL PLACED’ TO BENEFIT FROM
GOVERNMENT’S SUPERFAST BROADBAND GRANT SCHEME
Small businesses at – or relocating to - the Estate can take advantage of a new
Government-backed scheme providing grant aid to help SMEs access superfast
broadband.
The Estate sits within one of the locations in the UK where small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) can apply for up to £3,000 of broadband vouchers from The
Department for Culture Media and Sport to access superfast broadband.
The grants are available from the Urban Broadband Fund, which has earmarked
£150m to create a series of “super-connected cities” across the UK including
Leeds and York.
Culture Minister, Maria Miller, says: “Britain is undergoing a broadband
transformation and businesses will benefit from the millions of pounds we’ve set
aside. We want Britain’s digital infrastructure to be the best in the world and
having faster, and more reliable, broadband will be key in driving growth.”
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MORRISON UTILITY SERVICES
MOVES TO ESTATE FROM LEEDS

Caveats for applying for grants include that SMEs must be prepared to sign up to
a minimum six-month contract and the connection cost must be more than £250.
Superfast broadband was initially installed at the Estate two years ago by Internet
service provider, York Data Services, York, with a £50,000 investment by owner,
Rockspring Hanover Property Unit Trust, creating broadband speeds of up to
90Mb per second.
Director of Wharfedale Property Management, which manages the Estate,
Tim Munns, says: “As we were among the first business parks in this region
to promote affordable superfast broadband, we welcome this Government
scheme and the opportunity it provides for our current and future tenants to take
advantage of much faster broadband speeds without installation costs.
“Any company interested in the scheme should contact the Estate Office.”

UTILITIES SPECIALIST: Pictured at Morrisons Utility Services, which has moved to two units on the Estate, are quantity
surveyor Joanne Bell and electrical engineer, Jeff Norris.

One of the UK’s leading utilities ‘services provider’,
Morrison Utility Services providers, has relocated to
the Estate bringing 30 jobs.
National company, Morrison Utility Services, which
specialises in the provision, replacement, repair and
maintenance of utility network infrastructure across
the electricity, gas, water and telecoms sectors, has
moved into Unit 379 and Unit 613, both of which
have substantial yard space for its vehicle fleet.
Morrison Utility Services, which has relocated from
Gelderd Road, Leeds, has based a 20-strong team
which supports British Telecom, and is working
on the Next Generation Access and Broadband
Delivery UK contracts, in Unit 379 and a team of 30
specialising in electricity work for Northern Power
Grid in Unit 613.
As well as the two specialist teams, Morrison Utility
Services also brings 70 vans, 10 grab lorries, 15
reinstatement trucks and 3x7.5t Hiab vehicles.

“We’re pleased to have
relocated to Thorp Arch
Estate which has provided
good quality space cost
effectively and, as our teams
work throughout the North,
the easy access to the
A1(M) and M1 motorways is
also ideal.”
Morrison Utility Services general manager for BT
superfast broadband roll-out, David Marcroft, who
has overseen the relocation, says: “MUS working

closely with NPG in the electricity sector and BT
in the telecommunications market are of significant
strategic importance in the continued development
of our longer-term business opportunities.
“Our business is involved in work on infrastructure
such as electricity substations, water and gas pipes,
electricity and telecommunication cables and the
installation of water, electricity and gas meters on
behalf of blue-chip utility companies in the UK. Our
contracts geography and scope are diverse, ranging
from replacing ageing Victorian water mains in
London to installing new electricity connections to
a range of customers in the North of England.
“We work collaboratively with our clients to deliver
best value solutions, which do not compromise
safety, quality, service delivery and customer care
and create strong partnerships and innovative
alliances for service delivery while recognising the
needs of other stakeholders all of which is key to
our reputation as a leading utility service provider.”
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TRUCK AND VAN HIRE BUSINESS
MOTORS ONTO ESTATE FOR
YORKSHIRE SALES DRIVE
A long-established North East truck and van
business has chosen the Estate to launch its first base
in Yorkshire
Family-owned Bell Truck and Van Hire is renting
more than 7,000 sq ft at units 727, which will have
a garage for repairs, and 707C, which will be for
parts, stores and distribution, and has immediate
plans to create eight new jobs for mechanics, store
staff, a manager, receptionist and two apprentices.
The third generation family business, founded in
1927 by the great grandfather of the current family,
which remains a major shareholder, has been a
Mercedes Benz commercial vehicle dealership
franchise since 1973 and will sell, hire and repair
vehicles from its two new premises on the Estate.
Bell Truck and Van Hire, which has its head office
in Longbenton, Newcastle, has 180 staff in the
North East at sites which also include Longbenton,

NEW BUSINESSES ADD DIVERSITY TO
MOAT HOUSE SQUARE
A diverse range of businesses have moved into Moat House Square in the last
year, maintaining its reputation as one of the most popular locations on the
Estate.

Ashington, Billingham, Spennymoor, Gateshead,
and Stockton.

with strong customer values, very high standards of
customer care and affordable prices.

One is MBA Engineering, which repairs Bystronic laser cutting machines, used
for cutting steel for commercial catering technology and rugged vehicles such as
JCBs. The company has leased 1,375 sq ft at Unit 5 since April last year.

“We’re very pleased to be opening at Thorp Arch
Estate. Our arrival follows being asked to come to
Yorkshire by some of our customers here who have
been using another Mercedes Benz dealer but felt
that we could do better”, says managing director,
Trevor Simmons, who has been with the business
for ten years.

“All the new jobs are created locally. We have been
committed to apprenticeships for young people for
many years and are pleased to have extended this
to Yorkshire.”

MBA Engineering, which has four staff, operates nationwide and has relocated
from Dunnington, York, to lease bigger premises to cater for the company’s
expansion.

The company, which opened on the Estate in
September will supply vehicles ranging from twoseater, car-derived vans to 100-tonne articulated
trucks and also arranges finance.
Trevor Simmons adds: “This is our first significant
expansion since the financial crisis and we’re
looking forward to becoming part of the Estate’s
business community. Our company has managed
to expand because we are a true family enterprise

Bell Truck and Van Hire (www.belltruckandvanhire.
co.uk) is a business-to-business service supplying
enterprises which run commercial vehicles as part of
their operation such as haulers, delivery companies
and SMEs and anticipates serving customers within
a 30-minute travel time, taking in Harrogate,
Ripon, York and Leeds.
Trevor Simmons adds: “We spent six months
searching the local area for premises and found
exactly what we were looking for at the Estate in
terms of size, specification and location.”

Meanwhile, new-start wholesaler, AWS, which has three staff, has leased 1,376
sq ft at Unit 11, from September 2013.
The company, founded by director, Anthony Stirzaker, supplies wholesale
fixings, hardware, sealants, adhesives and tools to trades people, shops, market
traders, farmers and DIY enthusiasts.
Most of AWS’s customers are in Yorkshire, although the company also offers
nationwide delivery options and will be launching a web-based e-commerce
shop this spring. The business aims to achieve a first year turnover of more than
£500,000.
Also new to Moat House Square is the Renewable Energy Advisory Service
which has occupied 1,204 sq ft at Unit 13 since July.
The business, which has 20 staff and a £2.5m turnover, supplies solar panels,

READY TO MOTOR: The team at North East company, Bell Truck and Van, which has chosen the Estate to open its first
branch in Yorkshire.
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heat pumps and commercial and residential biomass boilers as well as traditional
heating and electrical services.
Renewable Energy Advisory Service, which moved to the Estate to centralise its
services from separate sites in Harrogate and York, serves clients throughout
Yorkshire, Lancashire, Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Cheshire, Cleveland, and
Lincolnshire.
Marketing manager, Richard Craig, says: “Our relocation is largely due to
an expansion into all renewable energies. We operate mainly within a 50mile radius of Thorp Arch Estate so the location is ideal for us to access the
motorway network and for our staff home locations.
“The over-riding factor and ‘deal-clincher’ for relocation was the flexibility
to move within the Estate to a range of building types to suit our expanding
business with no financial penalty. We would strongly recommend Thorp Arch
Estate to prospective tenants.”
Another new tenant is The Cress Company (Scotland), a Dunfermline-based
business which distributes a wide range of foods including tea and coffee,
sweets and chocolates, soft drinks, bakery products, nuts and crisps, and which
has expanded into England by leasing 1,160 sq ft premises at 20 Moat House
Square.
Chris Hilton of Wharfedale Property Management, which manages the Estate
for owner, Rockspring Hanover Property Unit Trust, says: “Moat House Square
is generally one of our busiest locations and we are pleased to have welcomed
such a diverse range of enterprises in the last year.”

MOAT HOUSE SQUARE: Among businesses which have expanded into Moat House Square in the last year are pictured (L to R)
head of the Heat Pumps Division at the Renewable Energy Advisory Service, Andy Jarvis; managing director of the Renewable
Energy Advisory Service, Alex Wytchard; Wharfedale Property Management surveyor, Chris Hilton and AWS founder and director,
Tony Stirzaker
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SUCCESS BLOSSOMS FOR ESTATE DESIGN
CONSULTANCY AS INTEREST GROWS IN
PIONEERING RAINWATER
COLLECTION SYSTEM
Production is underway on a major new multi
award-winning product designed on the Estate by
consultants Design 4 Plastics Ltd.
Rainwater Terrace is a new rainwater collection
concept promoting the reuse of rainwater and ‘grow
your own’ facility. Its patented design incorporates
an integrated plant growing system enabling plants
and herbs to grow alongside the rainwater collection
so it doubles as an attractive display.
Launched at the GLEE Exhibition for the garden
and leisure industry in September, Rainwater
Terrace won both the ‘Best in Garden Care’ and
‘The Retailers Choice’ awards.
Design 4 Plastics (www.design4plastics.com), which
has worked for businesses as far away as China and
Australia, was founded on the Estate in 1979.
Since then Design 4 Plastics has helped hundreds
of companies transform ideas into innovative and
successful new products. Design director, Peter
Viner, says “Our experience of innovation in diverse

markets and talent for creative lateral thinking
brings fresh insight to a project.
“This, combined with our expertise in many
manufacturing processes, ensures that our
customers receive the best possible advice to bring
their products to market cost-effectively.”
The company has designed and developed products
for household named multi-nationals, sole inventors
and SMEs for which the business can act as an inhouse design and development department.
Peter Viner adds: ‘Rainwater Terrace, which comes
in both 200 litre and 134 litre sizes and in black,
green and terracotta, grew from discussions about
traditional water butts and some of the problems
associated with them, such as being hard to
transport in a family car, tricky to assemble and
difficulties with leaking taps and the fact that they
are unattractive and people usually try to hide them
away.
“Rainwater Terrace solves all these difficulties and

doubles as a floral display or a mini herb garden.
We’re getting a great deal of interest from national
supermarkets, garden centres and water company
suppliers in the UK and overseas in Canada, France
and The Netherlands.
“Design and development work is great but it is
phenomenal that, after 34 years of supporting other
businesses, we now have our own product which
is creating significant interest and will generate
an additional income stream for the business and
enable us to grow further.”
Among products and sectors which Design 4
Plastics has worked in are: medical and healthcare,
furniture, power tools, gardening equipment and
machinery, toys, sports and recycling products,
including developing recycling bins for local
authorities.
Peter Viner, who has worked on the Estate since
1969 when he was with Denys Fisher Toys,
believes Design 4 Plastics is now one of the longest
established businesses here.

CAT CARE: The Hyperthyroid Cat Centre founder Andrew Bodey with registered veterinary nurse, Joanna Hill and Madeline, the cat.

PIONEERING CAT THYROID
TREATMENT CENTRE OPTS FOR
ESTATE TO TAKE ITS SERVICE
NATIONWIDE
The UK’s leading treatment centre for cats with hyperthyroidism has chosen
the Estate to provide the first large-scale provision of radioiodine treatment in
the UK.
The Hyperthyroid Cat Centre, based on the founder’s expertise after establishing
a small-scale unit at a veterinary practice in Ripon, has converted units 432 and
433 to launch a state-of the-art facility, creating more than six new jobs.
Founder, Andrew Bodey, a vet who first started using radioiodine treatment in
2008 when he established the previous radioiodine unit, where he later doubled
capacity to meet demand, says that this treatment is unavailable elsewhere on
the same commercial scale.
“Hyperthyroidism is the commonest endocrine disorder in older cats, affecting
around 100,000 UK animals” he says. “If left untreated they lose worrying
amounts of weight, develop very fast heart rates which causes heart failure, and
find it difficult to settle. In excessive levels, the thyroid hormone is also toxic to
the liver.

COMING UP ROSES? Design 4 Plastics managing director, Keith Bell (left) with design director, Peter Viner, and one of
the innovative Rainwater Terrace water butts.
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“Tablets can be used but this is a hassle for the owner and their pet and there
can be life-threatening side effects. Dietary management is an option, but only if
the cat will eat it and nothing else. Surgery isn’t always appropriate because up

to 20 per cent of cats have the tumour inside the chest, so radioiodine treatment,
an injection that targets the tumour, offers the best treatment and prognosis.”
Radioiodine treatment was not available to 99 per cent of UK cats until Andrew
Bodey launched his first unit which had a significant impact on radioiodine
availability.
He says: “For cat owners the biggest barrier to radioiodine treatment is
managing without their pet. Before I opened the first unit in 2008, the typical
hospitalisation period was four weeks as cats are radioactive for a period of
time after treatment.
“I halved that time to two weeks and we have halved that again so cats can now
go home from seven days after treatment. This is a major step forward, making
radioiodine the first choice when a cat is diagnosed. Also, because vets are more
aware of this condition, diagnoses are being made earlier.
“The Estate has all we were looking for in excellent motorway connections,
superfast broadband for information transfer and keeping in touch with
referring vets, semi-rural tranquility for patients, and excellent support from
Wharfedale Property Management.”
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NINE NEW UNITS TO BE CREATED
WITH MAJOR
REFURBISHMENT SCHEME

BEFORE: Unit 713, one of two units to undergo refurbishment this spring, as it looks now….
NINE new units are to become available at the
Estate this summer with the completion of the first
speculative refurbishment scheme for six years.
Work has started on the transformation of Units
713 and 726 after getting the go-ahead from Estate
owner, Rockspring Hanover Property Unit Trust, to
carry out the £650,000 refurbishment scheme.
The refurbishment – part of a long-term programme
to transform units at the former war time munitions
factory into a modern business location for a wide
range of enterprises - includes fitting a new insulated
profile metal roof with skylights and new insulated
external wall cladding.
The refurbished units will range from 831sq ft
to 2,011 sq ft and will each have their own roller
shutter door, office, beverage area and disabled WC
as well as having access to superfast broadband at
an affordable cost.

Wharfedale Property Management says that the
new business units, which will feature good quality,
well-proportioned offices will be ideal for storage
and distribution businesses wanting a base close
to the national motorway network with superfast
broadband.
Wharfedale Property Management surveyor, Chris
Hilton, says: “The demand for space at the Estate
is continuing as businesses wish to leave large
conurbations with their rush-hour traffic jams for
the tranquility of our parkland setting and fast
access to the A1(M).
“We’re pleased to be creating these new units which
we expect to be very popular in attracting more
high quality businesses to the Estate.”
The new premises will be next to Unit 707, which
features six individual units and was fully let four
months after its refurbishment completed in 2008.

AFTER: Unit 707, which was refurbished in
2008 to create six units and was totally let
in four months.
Any businesses interested in leasing the new
premises should contact Chris Hilton, at the Estate
Office, Tel (01937-845919).

Thorp Arch Estate, Wetherby, is a thriving business community in an attractive parkland setting close to the A1

motorway. The Estate is home to a diverse range of more than 140 businesses, from small businesses to large

Plcs, operating in local, national and international markets and employing almost 1,800 people. The 120,000 sq
ft Thorp Arch Retail Park was one of the first out-of-town shopping centres in the North when it opened in 1959

and is complemented by a variety of leisure facilities. Thorp Arch Estate is part of the investment portfolio of
Rockspring Hanover Property Unit Trust which is committed to a programme of improvements to provide more
commercial accommodation to meet the needs of businesses and promote Commerce in the Countryside.
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