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Only two units remain available to lease in the latest 
speculative extension to the Estate’s popular Ash Way 
scheme that completed in February.

The 48,000 sq ft, five-unit Ash Way III scheme was 
undertaken by Estate owner, Rockspring Hanover 
Property Unit Trust, in response to continuing demand 
from businesses wishing to move to the Estate.

The remaining speculative light industrial units are 

Unit 7 of 9,000 sq ft and Unit 18 of 6,000 sq ft. Both 
are fitted out to a high specification, including seven-
metre-eave warehouses, up-and-over loading doors, 
air conditioned offices, LED lighting in the offices 
and warehouses, concrete loading yards and fibre 
connections for superfast broadband. 

Unit 6, which totals 15,000 sq ft, was pre-let to 
confectionery wholesaler Bon Bon’s, which has 
continued to lease Unit 1 Ash Way while using the new 

unit for additional warehousing.

Tim Munns, director of Wharfedale 
Property Management, says: “Bon 
Bon’s commitment to anchor the 
development gave Rockspring 
Hanover Property Unit Trust 
confidence to proceed with the four 
speculative units and we are delighted 
the company has now expanded into 
Unit 6.

“We continue to see strong demand for 
space on the Estate, in spite of recent 
economic uncertainty, and have more 
occupied units than ever before.

“We have recently agreed terms with 

an American businesses for the 12,000 sq ft Unit 19 
and with a business relocating from Wetherby for the 
6,000 sq ft Unit 17. This highlights the broad appeal 
of the development, and any businesses interested in 
the two remaining should contact the Estate office as 
soon as possible.

“The success of the scheme has resulted in a decision 
to design the next phase of the development which 
will provide further new units of up to 12,000 sq ft.”

Construction of Ash Way III started in July 2018 and 
was completed on time and within budget by Lindum 
Group, York, and project managed for the Estate by 
York-based property consultants, LHL Group.

www.thorparchestate.co.uk
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FINAL UNITS AVAILABLE IN SPECULATIVE 
ASH WAY III DEVELOPMENT

Wharfedale Property Management Limited, managing agents for the Thorp Arch Estate, can be contacted at
The Estate Office, Thorp Arch Estate, Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS23 7FZ • Telephone 01937 845919

www.thorparchestate.co.uk

Attractive exteriors and high-specification, spacious interiors are available with the remaining Ash Way III units



AT YOUR SERVICE: Green Oval Garage’s Wetherby managing director, Martin Paterson, at the company’s service centre  in Unit 310
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Rather than expand its existing premises in 
Leeds, independent Land Rover and Range Rover 
specialist, Green Oval Garage, has extended its 
territory by opening a second site on the Estate.

Managing director, Brian Hoult, a former Land 
Rover National Apprentice of the Year winner, 
founded Green Oval Garage, which services a 
wide range of Land Rover vehicles, in 2005, after 
a comprehensive background in well-known 
dealerships. 

The company moved to its Leeds site, in Gelderd 
Road, in 2012 and believes its new base on the 
Estate, in Unit 310, a steel portal framed 4,513 sq 
ft warehouse, where it launched in August 2018, 
can replicate its Leeds success by targeting a 
bigger area.

The Leeds garage has built up a strong customer 
base serving customers from South Leeds, 
Bradford, Dewsbury, Wakefield and Garforth 
although others visit from as far away as France 
and Switzerland when they are in the UK. 

The new base is run by Wetherby managing 
director, Martin Paterson, who was previously 

parts manager for a successful Leeds dealership, 
with two other staff.  The company’s Level 4 JLR 
master technician supports both sites as and when 
required. 

Brian and Martin enrolled Green Oval Garage 
technicians through the factory training academy 
and three of their senior technicians have now 
achieved ‘dual-brand accreditation’ so they can 
also work on Jaguar cars manufactured since 2010 
when Land Rover and Jaguar merged with shared 
platforms and technology.

Martin says: “Rather than moving again and 
creating one larger garage, we decided to open a 
smaller specialist hub in a new area to expand our 
business development and provide the personal 
touch that we feel is important. 

“Our strategy is that the two sites – one urban and 
one semi-rural - can operate in tandem, depending 
on the job and the particular skill set required. 
This is providing greater convenience for some 
customers and introducing our name and values to 
new ones and has worked well since we opened.” 

The new base at the Estate provides a range of 

services including routine servicing, diagnostic 
troubleshooting, mechanical and electrical repairs, 
bespoke modifications, engine remapping, tyres, 
brakes, exhausts and air conditioning.

Martin adds: “Our premises on the Estate is 
already popular with customers from Wetherby, 
North Leeds and York as it is more convenient for 
them as well as enabling us to meet and develop 
business relationships with new customers. 

“Our commitment as an independent dealership 
is to exceed the service levels of Land Rover and 
Range Rover franchises while offering a more 
personal service and more competitive rates.

“The parkland setting of the Estate is great for 
our staff and customers and being so close to the 
motorway network makes it a fantastic location. 
We are confident that we can replicate our success 
in Leeds here.”

www.greenovalgarage.co.uk

INDEPENDENT LAND ROVER AND RANGE 
ROVER SPECIALIST LAUNCHES NEW BASE
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PERSONAL PROTECION: Global Operations Director, Tony Welsh

An increasingly violent world, and a greater 
awareness among employers about their duty to 
protect staff in dangerous jobs, is driving growth 
at body armour manufacturer, PPSS Group, which 
is among a new wave of lettings at the Estate.

A need to hold greater volumes of stock for faster 
delivery and an expansion to 14 in-house staff, 
including a new director, has led the company 
to move into  5,363 sq ft Unit 603 which became 
vacant at the end of 2018.

Founded by chief executive, Robert Kaiser, in 
a spare bedroom of his home in Ripon in 2009, 
PPSS Group (www.ppss-group.com) has relocated 
from a 2,500 sq ft leased office in Knaresborough, 
which it had outgrown after three years.

With frontline expertise among its founder, 
directors and senior product consultants from 
working in the military, homeland security 
agencies and corporate and private security, 
the relocation also came about from a desire to 
become more closely involved in product research 
and development with a move from traditional 
office space to a light industrial unit.

Robert Kaiser says: “Our first product, which is still 
popular, was a stab-resistant vest, developed due 
to an increase in knife crime and the use of knives 
in global terrorism which I foresaw when starting 
the company.

“We are continuing to expand and have pushed 
company annual turnover up towards £2,500,000 
in a niche global market. Our move to the Estate 
will aid further expansion by increasing our 
stockholding and enabling us to use the space 
available to apply our practical expertise more 
closely to in-house product development.

“Our business development strategy is to sell to 
homeland security agencies, such as the police, 
prisons, border control, immigration and customs, 
as well as international private security firms in 
north and South America, Europe, Middle-East 
and Australasia. We now have licensed distribution 
partners in more than 20 countries.”

Among the company’s other products are bullet-
resistant vests as well as slash-resistant and bite-
resistant clothing. Customers include the UN, 
Sydney Opera House (Australia), Red Onion State 
Supermax Prison in Virginia (USA), SPCA (New 

Zealand), City of St Albert Fire Services (Canada) 
and the NHS here in the UK.

Robert adds: “Several factors are driving 
our growth which include more severe legal 
and financial repercussions for organisations 
convicted of not looking after the personal safety 
of their workforce.

“Others are an increase in organised crime, illegal 
drugs supply, people smuggling, poverty, lack 
of respect and a lack of discipline and, finally, 
social media and the mainstream news, which are 
reporting these trends, leading to greater concern 
which generates sales as people seek to protect 
themselves and their staff.

“Many benefits led to us choosing to relocate to 
the Estate, including motorway access, which 
is virtually on our doorstep; the availability of a 
high-quality unit with superfast fibre broadband 
and additional unit space; the open and attractive 
parkland setting and that the Estate management 
was really helpful and welcoming when we first 
enquired.”

BODY ARMOUR COMPANY MOVES TO 
ESTATE TO PROTECT GLOBAL GROWTH
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Vehicle care specialist, Project-R, was founded in 
September 2017 and now occupies Unit 716C.

The business, known as Project-R, provides 
premium services for protecting, enhancing and 
maintaining vehicles, with XPEL Paint Protection 
Film, precision detailing and car care packages.

The business, which has three staff based at the 
Estate, works mainly with trade clients including 

Ferrari, McLaren and Porsche but they also 
support individual car owners who want the best. 

Peter Russell says: “We serve the entire country 
and beyond. We have clients in Exeter, Bristol, 
London, Newcastle and Manchester but most of 
our business is local. 

“The Estate is an ideal location for us in the heart 
of North Yorkshire, between Harrogate, Leeds and 

York, where most of our clients are based as well 
as having fantastic nationwide links via the A1(M).

“We were also wanting a brand-new build which 
was immaculately clean and tidy - something 
imperative for the work that we do and we are 
very pleased with our unit.” 

Specialist window glass tinting to prevent sunlight 
and UV rays harming people at home, in their car 
or office, is provided by Yorkshire Tinting which 
has a base at Unit 661D.

Managed by director, Jamie Baird, who took over 
the business in 2018 after being an employee 
for several years, Yorkshire Tinting (www.
yorkshiretinting.co.uk) can tint the windows of 
any property, from a bank to a conservatory, and 
even boats.

Tinting is more cost-effective and less fiddly than 
protective stick-on screens for cars or other 
vehicles. Yorkshire Tinting also provides paint 
protection films from manufacturers, including 

Suntek, Xpel or Llumar, for eliminating damage 
caused by stone chips and scratches.

Jamie says: “Once fitted, the window tinting 
automatically reacts to certain levels of sunlight 
or glare so, at home or in an office, you do not 
have to get up and draw blinds or curtains, which 
also need washing or replacing after time, and, if 
made from fabric, will fade in hot sun.

“But, as well as being more cost effective and 
involving less labour, tinting is also more effective 
because, instead of making a room dark, it will 
allow light in, so there is no need to switch 
electric lights on due to the curtains being drawn 
because it is sunny outside.” 

From the Estate, Yorkshire Tinting covers York, 
Harrogate, Leeds, Wetherby and surrounding 
villages and has a reciprocal alliance with another 
tinting company to support customers further 
afield.

Jamie adds: “We have customers of all ages and 
backgrounds wanting to spruce up there vehicle 
and, as summers tend to be getting hotter, we 
help many older people who can’t go into their 
conservatory because they can’t stand the heat 
or if it is an area where children play. 

“We came to the Estate because it is central to 
York, Harrogate, Knaresborough and Leeds with 
fast access to the motorway network.”

A need to escape the Harrogate rush hour 
traffic jams was among reasons for specialist 
recruitment business, Rainton Beaumont, moving 
to Unit 716A.

Managing partner, Andrew Clews, says: “We 
wanted to get out of Harrogate as transport 
in, and out, of the town can be hugely time-
consuming.

“The Estate is ideally placed for the motorways 
and York Railway Station but also, on a personal 
level, my dogs, Bowen and Oscar, come to work 
with me every day and we had to find somewhere 
that was suitable for them, where we could go for 
walks at lunchtime.”

An executive and non-executive search business 
founded in 2018, Rainton Beaumont was born out 
of Bowcliffe Partners and Portfolio Search and 

has 20 years expertise at high levels in its sector.

Rainton Beaumont, which has three staff based 
on the Estate, covers the whole of the UK 
and expects to expand in the next couple of 
years.

Andrew and his team work mainly with 
owner-managed SMEs when they are 
preparing to sell their business or make 
significant investment, by supporting the 
appointment of non-executive directors or 
strengthening management teams. 

Andrew adds: “We offer a service very similar 
to the largest global players but we also work 
with corporate finance advisers and private 
equity firms so SME owners can access funding 
at critical stages in the progress of the company.”

www.raintonbeaumont.com

PROVIDING A SHINE FOR CAR OWNERS

DAZZLING SUCCESS DRIVING 
GROWTH AT YORKSHIRE TINTING

ESCAPE FROM TRAFFIC 
JAMS LEADS RECRUITMENT 
SPECIALIST TO ESTATE

THE CLASS OF 2018:  Pictured (L to  R) are: 
Project-R managing director, Peter Russell; 

Rainton Beaumont managing partner, 
Andrew Clews; Tints UK director, Jamie 
Baird; Inspire Audio Visual Ltd director, 
Ben Davies; David Parker of Project- R; 

Wharfedale Property Management surveyor, 
Chris Hilton; and Rosemary and Chris Bax 

of Bax Botanics

SUMMER 2018 REFURBISHED UNITS 
WERE AS HOT AS THE WEATHER!

The refurbishment of Units 661 & 716 produced 7 small business units which were fully occupied by November despite works only 
completing in August 2018. The new tenants included:
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Audio Visual installation and design specialists, 
Inspire Audio Visual Ltd, has moved into Unit 661C.

Founded in 2009 by smart home technology 
enthusiasts, Johnathan Apaloo and Benjamin 
Davies, Inspire Audio Visual, which has six staff at 
the Estate, supplies items including multi-room 
audio and video, lighting, home automation systems 
and home cinemas. 

The company’s ‘smart home’ services include bespoke 
advice, planning, system design, equipment selection, 
installation, integration and project management.

Sales director, Jonathan Apaloo, says: “the need for 
super-fast broadband, bigger premises, being closer 
to customers and easier access to the motorway 
network  were the main impetus for moving here. 
Our new unit will allow for further expansion and a 

more efficient and effective service overall. 

“We love exploring the local area and creating links 
with surrounding businesses. We celebrated our 
tenth anniversary in January, and are very happy to 
be looking towards the future of Inspire Audio Visual 
in our new premises.”

www.inspire-av.com

Cable identification and management company, 
Cabletrail Ltd, was founded in 2015, to apply 
innovative cable identification and management 
products that have proved so successful that the 

company now works worldwide.

Cabletrail, which has three staff at Unit 661A, has 
relocated from its former base in Knaresborough, to  
the more spacious light industrial unit at the Estate,  
to cater for future growth.

The company supports businesses and organisations, 
including construction and mining companies, local 
authorities and the Ministry of Defence, as well 
as oilrigs and railways, by applying products for 
a new generation of electric cable management, 
either temporary or permanent, using the patented 
Cabletrail product which offers an innovative way to 
clip and hold multiple electric cables in place.

Personalised, often colour coded, asset 
management tags, can be attached to cables, 

underground, or offshore, to enable faster 
identification that can lead to a dramatic 
reduction to the time that power is lost when 
repairs, or new connections, are needed.

Ancillary products, including a range of floor cable 
protectors for people walking, or strong enough 
to carry vehicles, such as forklifts or lorries, can 
be used in offices, goods yards or warehouses, to 
protect supplies and improve safety by preventing 
tripping.

Managing director, Nigel Myers, says: “We are 
growing because we offer bespoke solutions to 
customers based around innovative core products 
which are of real practical help to our customers. We 
also ensure that our service levels are at the top of 
the industry we work in.

“We chose to move to the Estate because the rent 
was competitive and the refurbished units are 
smart and  project the right image for a modern 
technology/engineering based business.”

www.cabletrail.co.uk/contact/

A 240-litre hand-made copper still, called Ebenezer, 
stands in Unit 661B, named after the great 
grandfather of the founder of alcohol-free spirits 
company, Bax Botanics, Chris Bax.

Chris, who launched Bax Botanics (www.baxbotanics.
com) with his wife Rose in October 2018 and moved 
to the Estate the following month, says: “Ebenezer 
was a teetotal lay preacher and builder and it 
seemed right to honour him in this way as our drinks, 
flavoured with herbs and botanicals, are distilled in 
the same way as a gin, but we feel sure that he would 
approve of them.”

Bax Botanics grew from Chris and Rose’s other 
business, Taste The Wild, which helps people safely 
forage for food, such as wild herbs and mushrooms, 
in the countryside, where they would offer those 
attending a glass of their carefully-balanced and 
flavoured, luxurious alcohol-free spirit drinks.

Chris says: “During our 15 years with Taste The Wild 
we have been asked lots of times why we did not 
bring the drinks to market. We were approached 

by investors but nothing quite came together until 
last year when the wife of a well-known Yorkshire 
businessman chose to invest and we launched the 
business.

“Bax Botanics are satisfying, luxury drinks which are 
beautifully branded and look like a premium product 
while giving people a healthy alternative to less-
satisfying, sugar-filled soft drinks.” 

Already Bax Botanics products, such as Sea 
Buckthorn and Verbena, which can be enjoyed 
with a tonic mixer, or used in cocktails, are sold in 
restaurants, hotels and shops throughout Yorkshire.

Chris adds: “It is a proven trend that people, 
particularly the post millennial generation, are 
drinking far less alcohol so products like ours are 
part of a growing trend. Young people are more 
health and body conscious and aware that drunken 
misdemeanors can stay on the web forever.

“The Estate appealed to us because of its amazing 
road links and because we live near Boroughbridge 
which makes it easy for us to travel to.”

SMART MOVE FOR INSPIRE AUDIO VISUAL

ON THE TRAIL OF GLOBAL SUCCESS...

BAX BOTANICS BRINGS 
TASTE OF NATURE TO 

THE ESTATE
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MORE REFURBISHED 
UNITS ON THE WAY
As a result of letting Unit 661 and Unit 716 
so quickly, due to the high level of interest in 
the Estate, plans are now underway for the 
refurbishment of Units 155, 156 and 157.

The will provide more modern, high-
specification, refurbished light industrial 
space, ranging from 1,200 sq ft to 5,779 sq ft, 
all with fibre superfast broadband.

Anyone interested in letting any of these 
units when they become available should 
contact the Estate Office.
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PRESTIGE: Sterling Motors partner, Phil Edmondson: “We  seized a chance to relocate as soon as there was an opportunity to do so.”

High-end sports and prestige vehicles sales 
company, Sterling Finance LLP, which trades 
as Sterling Motors, is the latest car showroom 
attracted to the Estate.

Founded by partner, Phil Edmondson in 1982, 
the family business, which has 15 staff, is leasing 
6,000 sq ft Unit 3 Ash Way after moving its 
showroom and offices from Hall Farm in nearby 
Thorp Arch village.

Phil Edmondson says: “We decided to relocate 
to the Estate to help the growth of our business 
by having a far better showroom for our prestige 
cars and to provide a more comfortable and 
professional environment for customers and staff.

“We are aware that Ash Way units do not become 
available very often but knew the previous tenant 
of 3 Ash Way and seized a chance to relocate as 
soon as there was an opportunity to do so.

“The move seems to be working as we have seen 
a steady increase in the number of people walking 
in to browse, a phenomenon rarely seen in our 
last premises. However, the majority of our used 
car customers find us via the internet with around 
90 per cent of customers travelling between 40 
and 200 miles to visit.”

Sterling Motors (www.sterlingmotors.co.uk), 
whose staff are all from main dealer backgrounds, 
including a seven-strong sales team with 120 
years’ combined motor-industry experience, has 
kept its workshop and vehicle preparation centre 
at Hall Farm where vehicles are prepared for sale 
in its Estate showroom.

Although now a thriving vehicles sales company, 
Sterling Finance was originally an asset finance 
broker arranging funding for commercial goods 
ranging from printers and photocopiers through 
to heavy plant and machinery.

Phil says: “This soon expanded and incorporated 
a car leasing team to source and fund new cars 
and commercial vehicles for local and national 
businesses and private buyers and this remains 
the core of our business.

“We do this by being an accredited Network 
LeasePlan franchisee and by working with 
multiple leasing companies and finance houses, 
although we still have the expertise and the 
funders to provide asset finance when required.

“Our high-end sports and prestige vehicles are 
sourced through our contacts within Porsche, 
Ferrari, Land Rover, Rolls Royce and Bentley as 

well as volume prestige manufacturers such as 
BMW, Mercedes and Audi.

“We also have an amazing commercial sales 
manager who can supply any commercial vehicle 
with any bespoke conversions.”

During the last 10 years the business has moved 
into used cars as one of few leasing brokers 
offering part exchange with 95 per cent of stock 
sourced from current customers or as end-of-
lease return vehicles. The rest come through a 
service of buying cars from the local community, 
where Sterling Motors assess and values vehicles 
to buy for stock.

“The Estate’s location, equidistant between Leeds, 
York and Harrogate, and close to the motorway 
network, is crucial for us as we transport most 
of our cars to customers all over the UK and 
sometimes overseas.”

Phil adds: “The debate between petrol and 
diesel has not affected the market as much as 
we feared, with whole-life costs for diesel still 
cheaper than petrol equivalents for most people 
and companies. The big switch is towards low CO2 
alternatives as company car tax is the biggest 
factor in the choice of new fleet vehicles.”

HIGH END SPORTS AND 
PRESTIGE VEHICLES 
COMPANY MOVES UP 
A GEAR BY JOINING 
ESTATE
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FOURTH GENERATION: Corsage Creations managing director, James Douthwaite, at work in Unit 4 Ash Way where the business 
has moved  to cater for its expansion.

After 11 years on the Estate, Douthwaite & Co Ltd, 
which trades as Corsage Creations, has also taken 
the opportunity to expand to new, and bigger, 
premises at the 6,000 sq ft, Unit 4 Ash Way.

The company has wanted to expand for some 
time and knew that there would not be a better 
opportunity as soon as the building became 
available.

Consistent growth has seen the business, which 
can trace its roots, back to West Yorkshire’s 19th 
century retail history, relocate from the 1,717 sq ft 
warehouse Unit 410, and the neighbouring office 
Unit 408, of 1,779 sq ft.

The family business, run by its fourth generation, 
James Douthwaite, was founded by his great 
grandfather as a shop in Vicar Lane, Leeds, 
in 1883, making and selling wire netting and 
hardware products.

By the time James’ grandfather, Raymond and 
father, Nigel, sold out in 1992, the business, based 
in Donisthorpe Street, Leeds was supplying over 
4000 florists and 450 wholesalers, and had more 
than 130 staff.

Now James leads four staff at Corsage Creations 
(www.corsagecreations.co.uk) selling around 
2,000 different corsage items and accessories 
for the floral and events markets, from artificial 
flowers and trees to wrist corsage bracelets and 
wedding decorations, all available online, by 
telephone or through wholesalers.

Corsage Creations supplies wholesalers, retailers, 
which are mainly florists and gift shops, and 
consumers throughout the UK and as far away as 
Europe, Australia and New Zealand.

James says: “Most of our goods are sourced from 
China through buying trips to Chinese factories 

and trade fairs and through our agents in China 
and Hong Kong.

“We design many innovative items to fit in with 
market trends. We have a very good relationship 
with our factories and also provide a sourcing 
service from China for other companies in other 
market sectors.

“Business is good with about 20 per cent growth 
on annual sales in 2018. This was the main reason 
for our move into a bigger unit at Ash Way so we 
have more storage and office space.

“We like the Estate. It is a very good location and 
there is great management from the Estate Office 
- Tim and Chris are commercially-minded people, 
always willing to help. Our aim is to continue 
growing and expanding our product range.”

BUSINESS BLOOMS FOR CORSAGE 
COMPANY  WITH THIRD MOVE TO 

BIGGER PREMISES



IT SOLUTIONS: Zixtel Ltd’s operations director, Julie Pickering, 
in the company’s new unit at the Estate.

OFFICIAL SECRETS: Keira Knightly in a promotional photograph for 
the Official Secrets film that used part of the Estate for filming.

Thorp Arch Estate is part of the investment portfolio of Rockspring Hanover Property Unit Trust which is committed to a programme of improvements to provide more 
commercial accommodation to meet the needs of businesses and promote Commerce in the Countryside.

Thorp Arch Estate, Wetherby, is a thriving business community in an attractive parkland setting close to the A1(M) motorway.
The Estate is home to a diverse range of more than 170 businesses, from small businesses to large plcs, operating in local, national 
and international markets and employing more than 2,000 people.
The 120,000 sq ft Thorp Arch Retail Park was one of the first out-of-town shopping centres in the North when it opened in 1959 
and is complemented by a variety of leisure facilities.
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One of the Estate’s largest new speculatively refurbished units was  leased 
before completion to independent IT solutions business, Zixtel Ltd.

The 29,346 sq ft Unit 197 is providing crucial additional space for fast-growing 
Zixtel, formerly, Advanced Digital Dynamics, which moved from Hornbeam 
Park, Harrogate, where it was based for five years.

Zixtel, (www.zixtel.com) founded by managing director, Jonathan Belbin in 
Selby in 1997, offers a one-stop-shop configuring workstations and servers 
to order, and taking back redundant kit for full data erasure before reselling.

The company, which has 17 staff and a £3.5m turnover, helps customers from 
sole traders to universities, police forces and European data centres and is 
an Authorised Approved Treatment Facility (AATF) able to recycle redundant 
IT equipment with nothing going into landfill or exported to third world 
countries. 

Operations director, Julie Pickersgill, says: “Before Hornbeam Park we had 
four years in premises in Pannal and Goole. Each time we have moved has 
been for larger premises as the business has evolved and expanded.

“As our services don’t involve third party companies, we keep charges at a 
reasonable and affordable level and this is a factor in our growth which is 
running at 20 per cent this year. Our sales into Europe have risen by 35 per 
cent since the EU referendum so this has not had any negative effect for us.”

As well as strong local sales in Yorkshire, the company sells throughout 
Europe, as well as non-EU countries and as far away as Australia and South 
Africa.

Julie Pickersgill adds: “Sustainability – the re-use and recycling of equipment 
- is a major factor in our sector and is driving our growth. As we hold a large 

volume of stock and refurbish in-house with our own trained technicians, as 
opposed to a broker, we can fulfill orders quickly and cost effectively.

“Having the additional space at Unit 197 was crucial and moving from North 
to West Yorkshire has also given us more opportunities to recruit. We have 
created one new job with another three in the pipeline.

“We had a very tight timescale to relocate as another company was moving 
into our previous premises. The Estate management was very helpful and 
we worked together to construct the new offices and warehouse upgrades to 
meet our requirements. 

Wharfedale Property management director, Tim Munns says: “This is a 
significant letting for the Estate which justifies the decision to proceed 
with speculative refurbishment. We are very pleased to welcome Zixtel which 
is one of several companies which have chosen to relocate to the Estate from 
the Harrogate to York corridor in recent years.”

IT SOLUTIONS BUSINESS ADVANCES TO 
MAJOR NEW SPECULATIVE UNIT

The Estate hosted a film crew and one of the UK’s biggest stars in March 
2018 after being selected as a location for a new political thriller starring 
Keira Knightly.

Keira Knightly plays British intelligence whistleblower, Katherine Gun, who 
leaked a top-secret memo about an illegal US National Security Agency spy 
operation designed to push the UN Security Council into sanctioning the 
2003 invasion of Iraq, in Official Secrets, based on the book, The Spy Who 
tried to Stop A War.

Before filming, the Estate was also asked to keep an ‘official secret’ that the 
private road adjoining the rear of the British Library was to be used as an 
entrance to security and intelligence agency, GCHQ, while Kiera Knightly used 
a room in the Estate Office as her green room.

The film, directed by South African filmmaker, Gavin Hood, was premiered at 
the Sundance Film Festival, US, in January, and also stars Matt Smith, Ralph 
Fiennes, Matthew Goode, Tamsin Greig and Jack Farthing.

ESTATE CHOSEN AS LOCATION IN NEW 
KEIRA KNIGHTLY POLITICAL THRILLER
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